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The Physiology of Reproduction, 2nd Edition; edited by E. Knobi l  and J.D. Neill, Raven Press; New York, 1994, 3302 pages. $454.00. 
ISBN D-7817-0086-8. 
This is the second edition of an excellent and very comprehensive 
compendium covering essentially all aspects of reproductive physiology 
with large overlaps with embryology of the gonad, biology of 
reproduction, and genetic aspects of reproduction. The new edition is 
very up-to-date with recent developments in the field, including the 
recent developments in molecular biology of sex determination a d sex 
differentiation. At the same time it includes the classical, well- 
established knowledge in the field of physiology of reproduction. 
Nearly all chapters are of the highest quality with very exhaustive 
reference lists (e.g. the chapter on Fertilization lists 1735 references). 
It is quite clear that a publication which includes more than 60 
authors and 3250 pages must have some overlaps. The chapter on 
Embryology and Mammalian Gonads and Ducts should perhaps not 
have been placed under the heading The Female. This excellent chapter 
gives a broad overview of early fetal development of both female and 
male gonads and should perhaps have been placed in the first part of 
the book. 
Although most of the chapters eem to have been revised recently, 
the chapter on the Sertoli Cell does not include all relevant new 
findings. The list of products of the Sertoli cell is very incomplete. For 
example it does not include several enzymes (e.g. y-glutanyl- 
transpeptidase), Miillerian inhibiting hormone, stem cell factor, 
interleukins, etc. 
These minor negative comments do not overshadow the fact that the 
book is of great value as a reference book for both clinicians and basic 
research workers within the field of reproduction. The book is a gold 
mine for new Ph.D. students of any laboratory working with 
reproductive physiology. Physiology of Reproduction has established 
itself as a classic reference book. 
Niels E. Skakkeb~ek 
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